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the bank of the Voronezh River not far from its confluence with
the Don, in the vicinity of a forest which provided excellent oak,
linden and pine timber for shipbuilding. Peter himself took part in
the work, sometimes as an engineer, sometimes as an ordinary
carpenter.

In the spring of 1696, to the amazement of the Turks, a Russian
fleet of 30 galleys and numerous small craft and rowboats appeared
off Azov. The Turkish fleet withdrew without giving battle. Peter laid
siege to Azov from the sea and from land. Despairing of assistance from
Constantinople, the Turks surrendered at the close of the slimmer.

Peter's Trip Abroad. The taking of Azov did not end the war.
The Turks had a strong navy and still dominated the Black Sea. Hence
Peter decided to send out a "grand embassy'5 to establish closer contact
with the countries of Western Europe. He commissioned the embassy
not only to strengthen and broaden the alliance of European states
against Turkey but also to hire a requisite number of foreign special-
ists, engineers and artillerymen for the Russian army.

The embassy left Moscow in 1697. Peter attached himself to the
embassy, travelling incognito in the capacity of a sailorman under%
the name of Peter Mikhailov. Peter wished to make a close study of
the life, culture and technical achievements of Europe, His letters to
Moscow bore a seal with the following Slavonic inscription: "I am a
student seeking teachers."

Arriving ahead of the "grand embassy/1 Peter studied the rules
of gunnery in the town of Koenigsberg. From here he hast< ncd to the
town of Saardam in, Holland, noted for its excellent shipyard, where
he rented lodgings in the humble home of a blacksmith and started to
work at the shipyard as an ordinary carpenter. He was soon recognized,
however, for many Dutch merchants had been to Russia and identified
this stalwart six-and-a-half-foot workman, of powerful physique as
the tsar of Russia. To escape the curious crowds Peter moved to
Amsterdam, where he became an apprentice at one of the largest
shipyards. He worked here for over four months, until a big ship
he had started to build was launched. In his free time he visited the
manufactories, workshops and museums, and talked with scientists,
artists, etc.

From Holland Peter went to England. In London he studied the
country's system of government and attended a session of parliament,
At Deptford on the Thames he devoted more than two months to the
study of shipbuilding,

Peter left England for Vienna to negotiate an alliance against Tur-
key with the Austrian emperor. But during the "grand embassy's"
sojourn abroad it had become clear that the plan for a big alliance of
, European, states against Turkey could not be realized. Most of the
European powers were occupied with the fate of the Spanish domin,-